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Introduction  
 
The craft of making hand made Mojari is one with a traditional significance as it has been 
passed down from times long before ours. They are made using leather (from cow, camel 
buffalo etc. depending upon the region of production) and cotton threads, which are eco-
friendly as well as strengthens the leather. Mojaris have a great significance in India as the 
royalties wore them as well as the common people. Handmade Mojaris of Rajasthan and 
Punjab are well known. Though, the different regions have similar process and material but 
they have different designs, motifs and patterns to distinguish them from one another.   
 
Global Presence   
 
Other then India Mojaris are also found in Pakistan. Initially Mojari making was practiced in 
India as a whole including Pakistan before the separation into two different countries. 
Artisans are found near the boarder region across both the counties. Mojaris across the 
boarder are similar; the difference starts from Multan in Pakistan and Punjab. Juttis in 
Multan are heavily embellished with floral motifs especially for men, which are proximate 
to Punjabi Juttis but these are not as heavily embellished as the multani Juttis. 
 
 
Geographical Region    
 
Mojaris or Juttis or khussa are known with similar as well as different names across various 
states in India and Pakistan. Artisans practicing this craft are found majorly in Rajasthan 
and Punjab; other regions include Delhi, Maharashtra and Karnataka. In Pakistan Mojari 
making artisans are found majorly in the boarder region, famously found in Multan.  
They practice this craft round the year but the number of artisans have decreased over the 
years due to industrial products.   
 
Practitioner Community   
 
The Mochi community and the Regar community in Rajasthan and in Punjab practice this 
craft. In Punjab where artisans from Rajasthan and from Kasur in Pakistan have settled 
there generations ago, since the age of kings and queens. Men do the cutting, pasting and 
stitching of the upper to the sole of a Mojari and Women do the delicate work of 
embroidery on the Mojaris and Juttis. Artisans still practicing this craft are been working 
there entire lives but due to challenges faced by market and less pay they do not include 
their children in the traditional practice.   
 
Materials    
Raw materials required for making Mojari are ς 

¶ Chamda (leather) ς  

Cow leather ς Rs. 300 / kilogram 



Camel leather ς Rs. 250 / kilogram 

Buffalo leather ς Rs. 250 / kilogram 

 

¶ Sutt thread (Raw cotton thread) -   

Raw cotton thread - Rs. 150 / kilogram 

  
Tools     
 
Tools used to produce a Mojari ς 

¶ Lohe ki rampi/rampi & Mogri (and Variations of the two) 
The cylindrical tool is mogri use to apply force. 

 
 

¶ Farma (stencil and the wooden frame) 

              



 

   
 

¶ Sancha (punch tools) 

 
 
 

¶ Chap (homemade pointless need) 
 
 



Process    
 

¶ Step 1 ς Procuring the leather 
The artisans of Shivbadi, Bikaner buy their rawhide from a village called Udaramsar 
near Bikaner at different rates depending upon the cattle from which it was 
produced. 
 

 
 

 
 

¶ Step 2 ς Cleaning the leather 
They cut out an approximate area from the rawhide sheet; dip it in water and using 
Lohe ki rampi Straighten out the leather.  
 

 
 



 
Dipping it in water removes the salt from the material, elongates the piece as well 
as removes the frills from the leather. Also in this step they even out the thickness 
of the leather if necessary.  
 
 

  
 
 

¶ Step 3 ς Cutting out the upper  
Using a Plastic farma (of various sizes depending on the shoe size) they cut a piece 
out very carefully using the rampi, which they call panna (the upper of the Mojari) 
and 2 chinkiya (pieces stitched to the ankle of the Mojari) 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

¶ Step 4 ς Punch surface designs 
They have two type of surface design on their Mojaris, First Punched on the upper 
itself and second is they cut a piece in shape of a heart (which they call pan) and 
paste it in the front of the Mojari. 
 

 
 



On this stage using a sanch they punch the design patterns on the panna and the 
chinkiya or on the pan, Appling for using mogri. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

¶ Step 5 ς Finishing the upper 
On the inner edge of the Mojari, goath (a thin layer of leather) is pasted. 
 

 
 
 



All the pasting is down using lai [a homemade mixture consisting - Flour + water + 
Neela thotha (a chemical)]       
 
 

 
 
 
 
To give them a neat finish and strength the goath, pan and sanch are stitched using 
machines after pasting. 
Stitching via hands these days are too time consuming and benefits them in no way. 
 
 

 
 
 


